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APARITIA PROBLEMEI BUCOVINEI iN SPATIUL GEOPOLITIC EUROPEAN

Aurelian LAVRIC

Universitatea de Stat din Moldova

Problema Moldovei nord-vestice (numitd de ocupantii austrieci Bucovina) a aparut in spatiul geopolitic european in
1775, cand teritoriul respectiv a fost anexat de Imperiul Habsburgic. Totusi, pana atunci partea nordica a viitoarei Bucovi-
na (Tara Sipenitului) a fost disputatd de Polonia si Moldova. Cu toate acestea, hotarul polono-moldovenesc fusese clar sta-
bilit, incluzand partea nordici a Bucovinei (doriti de Polonia) in Principatul Moldovei. imparatul si administratia austriaca
au folosit cateva motive pentru anexarea Moldovei nord-vestice: 1. impunerea unui cordon ,,sanitar” impotriva ciumei
(,,care se stinsese de mult Tn Moldova”); 2. ,,necesitatea” anexarii unei ,,fasii” (in realitate au fost anexate doud mari tinu-
turi) din teritoriul Moldovei pentru constructia unui drum care sé lege Galitia de Transilvania; 3. drepturile istorice ale Po-
cutiei (respectiv, Galitiei), ajunse in posesia Austriei, asupra nordului Moldovei (Tinutului Sipenitului). Printre cauzele
anexarii mentionam: 1. ,,nepotolita pofta de noi achizitii teritoriale”: pofta de expansiune a imperiului i de acaparare a noi
teritorii aducatoare de profit; 2. compensarea pierderii Olteniei cu un alt teritoriu — in spetd, cu cel al Moldovei nord-
vestice; 3. dorinta de a avea o zona strategicd din care sa fie desfagurata o expansiune ulterioara in Principatele Moldova si
Valahia, respectiv in regiunea Dundrii de Jos si in Balcanii de Est. O solutie a problemei comunitatii roméanesti din nordul
Bucovinei este posibild prin trecerea localitatilor romanesti din regiunea Cernauti in cadrul Republicii Moldova, in schim-
bul trecerii localitatilor locuite de ucraineni si de rusofoni din Transnistria moldoveneasca in cadrul Ucrainei.
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THE EMERGENCE OF THE PROBLEM OF BUKOVINA

WITHIN THE EUROPEAN GEOPOLITICAL SPACE

The problem of the North-Western Moldavia (named later on, by the Austrian occupants, Bukovina) emerged within
the European geopolitical space in 1775, when the territory has been annexed by the Habsburg Empire. However, be-
fore that moment, the Northern part of the future Bukovina (Sipenit district) was disputed by Poland and Moldavia Yet,
the Polish-Moldavian border was clearly established, including the Northern part of Bucovina (wanted by Poland)
within the Moldavian Principality. The Austrian emperor and administration used a few motivations for the annexation
of the North-Western Moldavia: 1. the imposition of a cordon against the plague ("which burned down long time before
in Moldavia"); 2. "the need" to annex "a strip" (in reality, two big districts were annexed) from the territory of Moldavia
for the construction of a road linking Transylvania with Galicia; 3. the historical rights of the Pocutia (i.e., Galitia),
which have come in possession of Austria, on the North of Moldavia (Sipenit County). Some of the real reasons of
occupation were: 1. "insatiable hunger for new territorial acquisitions; lust for the expansion of the Empire and seizing
new territories bringing profit; 2. to compensate for the loss of another territory — Oltenia — in this case, with the North-
Western Moldavia; 3. a desire to have a strategic area to be pursued in a subsequent expansion in Moldavia and
Wallachia, respectively in the Danube region and in the Eastern Balkans. As in June 1940, the Soviet authorities have
linked the issue of Bessarabia with the issue of Bukovina, I believe that the problem of Transnistria (Moldova) should
be viewed in connection with the issue of ethnic Romanian Community territory of Northern Bukovina (now in Cerna-
uti region). A solution for the problem of the Romanian community in Northern Bukovina is possible by the passage of
municipalities inhabited by Romanians from Northern Bukovina to Republic of Moldavia, in return for passing several
areas with villages and towns populated by Ukrainians or Russian speakers from Moldovan Transnistria to Ukraine.
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