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EVOLUTIA CONCEPTULUI DE CETATENIE A UNIUNII EUROPENE

Natalia SUCEVEANU

Universitatea de Stat din Moldova

Cetatenia europeand a aparut datoritd unei serii continue de conjuncturi politice, care au cuprins intregul parcurs is-
toric al integrarii europene, alaturi de angajamentele institutionale si politice de a proteja si promova dezvoltarea dreptu-
rilor europene. Schimburile comerciale libere din perioada anilor 1950 si 1960 au creat conditii pentru circulatia libera a
fortei de munca. Angajamentul politic a transformat aceasta necesitate pentru o fortd de munca mobila in drepturi de
mobilitate individuald pentru muncitori. Acest fapt a schimbat contextul politic de atunci si a creat premisa necesara
pentru a extinde scopul si continutul acelor drepturi. Datoritd unui angajament politic continuu, acest proces de extindere si
expansiune a drepturilor a rezultat in instituirea unei cetitenii europene comune. insa, atat timp cat aceasta cetitenie
supranationald continua s& se fundamenteze pe o intelegere politicd intre statele membre, procesul care a creat aceasta
cetatenie supranationald, dar si drepturile pe care aceasta le presupune, nu este unul ireversibil. Cetatenia UE rdmane a
fi conditionata, 1n consecinta, de suportul politic al statelor membre si al populatiei acestora.
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Parlamentului European, dreptul de a apela la Ombudsmanul European.

THE EVOLUTION OF THE CONCEPT OF EU CITIZENSHIP

European citizenship emerged because of a continuing series of political junctures that span the entire history of
European integration, coupled with an ongoing institutional and political commitment to safeguarding and promoting
the development of European rights. The freer trade of the 1950s and 1960s created demands for freer movement of
labor. Political commitment transformed this demand for mobile labor into individual mobility rights for workers. This
altered the political environment and produced pressures to extend the scope and expand the content of those rights. Be-
cause of continued political commitment, this process of extension and expansion of rights resulted in a common European
citizenship. But as long as the resulting supranational citizenship continues to be based on a political bargain among mem-
ber states, the process that created the supranational citizenship and the rights that comprise it is not irreversible. EU citi-
zenship thus remains contingent on sustained political support from the member states and their populations.
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