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ROMANII DIN BALCANI IN CERCETARILE SLAVISTILOR RUSI
DIN SECOLUL AL XIX-LEA
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Interesul politic si geostrategic al Rusiei fatd de Balcani si expansionismul rus in aceasta directie au produs in secolul al
X1X-lea o intreagd literaturd, in special literaturd etnografica si statistica despre poporul slav din sudul Dunarii, dar si
despre comunititile etnice care coexistau cu el. In acest studiu, autorii si-au propus s identifice in cercetrile slavilor rusi
din secolul al XIX-lea informatii si consideratii ale rusilor despre romanii din sudul Dunarii. in cea mai mare parte, primii
slavisti rusi erau reprezentanti ai grupurilor etnice slave, originari din zona balcanica, care studiau la universitatile rusesti si /
Sau erau angajati in serviciul imparatului rus. Deoarece acesti cercetdtori cunosteau limbile slave sudice, dar si scopul
investigatiilor, cercetirile lor poartd mai mult un caracter statistic si descriptiv, cu putine interventii analitice. in lucrarile
analizate 1n acest studiu, slavistii au atestat o prezentd importanta a romanilor in sudul Dunérii, romanii fiind identificati
cu nume diferite — rumuni, volohi, valahi, tintari, cutovlahi etc., dar toti vorbind aceeasi limba. Desi ponderea demografica
atestatd a romanilor din Balcani nu a fost foarte importanta, acestia sunt prezenti in toate statisticile elaborate de slavisti
ca fiind a 5-a natiune din Balcani, dupa bulgari, sarbi, greci, evrei, albanezi sau turci. in acest fel, a crescut interesul cer-
cetatorilor rusi pentru o natiune crestin-ortodoxa. Desi prezenti, romanii din acea regiune nu contau cu adevarat. Insa,
datorita intereselor militare si politice ale Imperiului Rus in Balcani, a fost posibil sa se pastreze informatii foarte diverse si
valoroase despre prezenta romanilor la sud de Dunare.

Cuvinte-cheie: slavisti, Imperiul Rus, Balcani, Dundre, romdni, rumuni, volohi, valahi, tintari, cutoviahi.

THE ROMANIANS FROM THE BALKANS IN THE RESEARCH

OF THE XIX CENTURY RUSSIAN SLAVICISTS

Russia's political and geostrategic interest in the Balkans and Russian expansionism in this direction produced a
whole literature in the 19" century, especially ethnographic and statistical literature about the Slavic people from the south
of the Danube, but also about the ethnic communities that co-existed with them. In this study, the authors set out to identify
information and considerations of the Russians about the Romanians from the south of the Danube in the researches of the
Russian Slavicists from the 19" century. For the most part, the first Russian Slavicists were representatives of the Slavic
ethnic groups, originally from the Balkan area, who studied at Russian universities and/or were employed in the service
of the Russian emperor. The fact that those researchers knew southern Slavic languages, but also for the investigation
purpose, had determined a more a statistical and descriptive character of these researches, with few analytical
interventions. In the works analysed in the text of the study, the Slavicists attested an important presence of Romanians
in the south of the Danube. Romanians were identified with different names — rumuni, volhi, valahi, tintar, cutoviahi
etc., but all of them spoke the same language. Although the attested demographic share of Romanians in the Balkans
was not very important, they were presented in all statistics made by the Slavicists as the 5th nation in the Balkans, after
Bulgarians, Serbs, Greeks, Jews, Albanians or Turks. In this way, the interest of Russian researchers in a Christian-
Orthodox nation increased. Although numerous, the Romanians in that region did not really matter. But due to the
military and political interests of the Russian Empire in the Balkans, it was possible to preserve a very diverse and
valuable information about the presence of Romanians south of the Danube.
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