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MERCENARI MOLDOVENI iN OASTEA RUSA (SECOLELE XVII-XVIII) —
INTRE ,,PRIETENIE” SI REALITATE ISTORICA

lon EREMIA

Universitatea de Stat din Moldova

Secolele XVII-XVIII erau timpurile cand serviciul militar aducea inca venituri. In conditiile innaspririi suzeranitatii
otomane multi dintre locuitorii Moldovei, amintiti in izvoarele istorice cu termenul volohi, in cautarea unei vieti mai
bune emigrau si se inrolau in armatele straine ca mercenari in tarile: Polonia, Suedia, Rusia s.a. Un alt curent de volohi
veneau in Rusia impreuna cu séarbii din Bulgaria sau din teritoriile habsburgice unde migrasera ceva mai inainte. Izvoarele
istorice amintesc destul de clar mercenarii volohi in Rusia. In legaturd cu acest fapt apare ca fireascd intrebarea: putem
oare sa consideram acest serviciu militar al mercenarilor drept argument al ,,prieteniei milenare” dintre poporul ,,moldo-
venesc” si cel rus, asa cum a calificat-o istoriografia sovietica dar si o serie de istorici contemporani? Or, mercenari volohi
au existat si in Polonia si in Suedia, dar asemenea calificari nu au fost date. De asemenea, este arhicunoscut faptul ca in
armata rusa, indeosebi incepand cu perioada lui Petru I, au fost invitati mercenari din multe alte state ale Europei Occi-
dentale, dar concluzia privind ,,prietenia milenard” cu aceste state nu a fost si nu este lansatd nici astazi.
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MOLDAVIAN MERCENARIES IN RUSSIAN ARMY (DURING THE xvi® - xvi* CENTURIES) -

BETWEEN “FRIENDSHIP” AND HISTORICAL REALITY

In the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries military service was still an occupation that kind of income. With more
and more oppressive Ottoman suzerainty, most inhabitants of Moldova, designated historical sources volochs time in
search of a better life, immigrants and employed as mercenaries in the armies of foreign countries: Poland, Sweden,
Russia, etc. Volochs Another wave came in Russia, together with the Serbs in the Balkans or the Habsburg possessions,
which had migrated earlier. Historical sources attest in detail volochs mercenary presence in Russia. In connection with
this fact, of course the question is, can we really rely on the service of these mercenaries, as an argument to demonstrate
centuries-old friendship between peoples "Moldovan" and Russian, as did the Soviet historiography and carry some
historians today? Volochs mercenaries have been in the service of other countries, for example, Poland and Sweden, but
we have similar likes. It is well known that the Russian army, especially since Peter are invited many foreign military
states in Western Europe, but the conclusion on "centuries-old friendship" with these countries was also avoided.
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