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EVREII DIN BASARABIA SI ARMATA TARISTA: STUDIU INTRODUCTIV

Alexandr ROITMAN

Universitatea de Stat din Moldova

Destul de frecvent intdlnim opinia (fie empirica, fie cu caracter livresc) ca evreii nu au facut serviciul militar si ca
sunt strdini acestei ocupatii, motivele aduse pentru acest fapt fiind diverse: de la natura fricoasa a evreului pana la lipsa
simtului patriotic. Izvoarele documentare aduc un alt punct de vedere la acest subiect. Desi nu poate fi negata prezenta
literaturii care studiaza in spetd acest subiect pentru intreg Imperiul Rus, nu gésim studii care ar cuprinde minimum mi-
nimorum aceeagi tematica dar pentru spatiul romanesc, sau macar o parte din acest spatiu. O atentie deosebitd se acorda
legislatiei care a fost instituita pe parcursul secolului XIX, in vederea reglementarii unui domeniu vechi al functionarii
statului in conditiile nou-create. Cazul specific al Basarabiei se manifestd si In aceasta sferd, populatia evreiasca, de
rand cu locuitorii nativi, de mai multe ori fiind exclusad din procesul general de recrutare. Motivele, cauzele si efectele
acestei politici pe larg sunt expuse in cele ce urmeaza.
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BESSARABIAN JEWS AND THE TSARIST ARMY: INTRODUCTORY STUDY

Within the Russian Empire the compulsory military service for the Jewish population was introduced in 1827. The
author of the military reform was Nicholas I, he did truly believe that the reform will integrate better the Jews in Russian
society; In some extent he was right. For Bessarabia, the law entered into force in 1877, with all the consequences of the
tsarist recruitment “rekrutchina”. Comparing the situation with other empires/countries the striking difference was in the
fact that in European countries Jews acquired certain rights together with the obligations of the military service. In other
words Jews entering the army in Europe became full-flagged citizens, in the Russian Empire this was not the case.
Whereas Jewish soldiers in Europe after completing the military service could enjoy the fully “emancipation”, the
Russian Jews had some privileges which contributed only to “partial social insertion” in the Russian society. Legal
framework settled for the “military initiative” as in the other fields of Jewish life, determined a dramatic change within
the Jews as culture, inner life and mentality.
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