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ISTORIE, ECONOMIE SI DEMOGRAFIE iN ROMANIA POSTCOMUNISTA.

STUDIU DE CAZ: SATELE DE PE VALEA SUPERIOARA A BISTREI
(JUDETUL BIHOR, ROMANIA)

Cosmin PATCA
Universitatea din Oradea (Romdnia)

Valea superioari a Bistrei este situatd in partea de nord-vest a Romaniei, in jumitatea de nord a judetului Bihor. in
1989, majoritatea locuitorilor erau angajati la Fabrica de sticla de la Padurea Neagra si la Exploatarea Miniera Voivozi;
nivelul de trai era ridicat si zona era una atractiva. Inliturarea comunismului din Roménia a determinat schimbiri pro-
funde in toate domeniile. Meseriile de sticlar si miner dispar din peisajul local. Schimbarile pe plan economic antre-
neaza intr-o mare masura schimbari semnificative in privinta populatiei: regres, migratie, saracie. O astfel de cercetare,
la granita dintre istorie, sociologie, statistica si demografie istorica, are rolul de a contribui la o cunoastere cat mai adanca
si exacta a realitdtilor locale 1n vederea gasirii unor solutii pentru redresarea economica a zonei.
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HISTORY, ECONOMY AND DEMOGRAPHICS IN POST-COMMUNIST ROMANIA. CASE STUDY:

THE VILLAGES ON THE UPPER BISTRA VALLEY (BIHOR COUNTY, ROMANIA)

The Upper Bistra Valley is located in the North-Western part of Romania, in the Northern half of Bihor County. In
1989 almost all the labour force was employed by the PadureaNeagra Glass Factory and the Voivozi Mining Exploitation.
The fall of communism in Romania brought about a major change of the whole society; standard of living was high and
the area was attractive. Mining and glass working disappeared. The economic restructuring and the closure of factories
influenced the evolution of the population: demographic regress, migration, poverty. Such a research at the border
between history, sociology, statistics and historical demography has the role of contributing to a deep and accurate
knowledge on local realities with a view to find solutions for the economic revival of the area.
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